The Rules of the Bacteriological Code governing the deposit of type strains were modified on 14 August 1999 by the Judicial Commission during its meetings in Sydney, Australia (De Vos & Trüper, 2000) . Thereafter, the International Committee on Systematic Bacteriology (ICSB) (now International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes, ICSP) also voted unanimously in favour of these changes at the Sydney meeting (Labeda, 2000) .
The revised Rule 27 states:
'The name of a new taxon, or a new combination for an existing taxon, is not validly published unless the following criteria are met.
(3) The type of the taxon must be designated. In the case of species or subspecies the culture collection numbers of at least two publicly accessible service collections in different countries where a subculture of the type strain has been deposited must be indicated.'
The revised Rule 30 states: 'For the name of species to be validly published it must conform with the following conditions.
(1) It must be published in conformity with the Rules 27 and 28b.
(2) It must be published as a binary combination consisting of a genus name followed by a single species epithet (see Rule 12a).
(3a) Up to the publication of the acceptance of these Minutes by the IJSEM, before publication of the name of a new species, a culture of the type strain (or, if the species is non-cultivable, type material, a photograph or an illustration) should be deposited in at least one of the permanently established culture collections from which it would be readily available. The designation allotted to the strain by the culture collections should be quoted in the published description.
(3b) As of the publication date of the acceptance of these Minutes by the IJSEM, the description must include the designation of a type strain, and a viable culture of that strain must be deposited in at least two publicly accessible service collections in different countries from which subcultures must be available. The designations allotted to the strain by the culture collections should be quoted in the published description.
(4) Patent strains may serve as type strains and must also be deposited as in (3a) or (3b). Patent strains must be clearly identified as such at the time of publication. If the patent is not yet awarded or not laid open, the publication of a name and the description has to be deferred until the patent is awarded or subcultures become available.'
Minutes of the meetings of the Judicial Commission and of the ICSP were published in the November 2000 issue of the IJSEM (De Vos & Trüper, 2000; Labeda, 2000) . As the publication date of this issue was 14 December 2000, for all practical purposes the revised Rules 27(3) and 30 apply from 1 January 2001. However, it should be noted that members of the Judicial Commission or ICSP serving on the Editorial Board of IJSEM, who were at the Sydney meeting, should have been aware of these forthcoming changes, and that these requirements were published on the IJSEM web site under the section 'Guidelines for Authors' well in advance of the publication of the Minutes. The names included in this table provide the greatest problems, although we suggest that this Request for an Opinion be used as a mechanism by which this problem is made known and the authors of these names, or curators of service culture collections are asked to supply information on the additional deposit of these strains in at least a second internationally recognized service collection in a second country. In the event of such deposits being made known to the Judicial Commission, these names should be regarded as validly published. We also suggest that this be co-ordinated via the current List Editor. Table 2 lists new species or new combinations where the effective publication only documents deposit in a single internationally recognized service culture collection, or in two culture collections in the same country. In view of the fact that we have been able to document the deposit of the type strain in other internationally recognized culture collections, we suggest that these names be treated as having being validly published at the time of their effective publication in the IJSEM. Table 3 lists new subspecies or new combinations where the effective publication makes no reference to the deposit of the type strain in any internationally recognized service culture collection. In view of the fact that we have been able to document the deposit of the type strain in at least two internationally recognized service culture collections, in two different countries, we suggest that these names be treated as having being validly published at the time of their effective publication in the IJSEM. Table 4 lists new species where the protologue in the effective publication makes reference to the deposit of the type strain in either only one internationally recognized service culture collection, or in two internationally recognized service culture collections in the same country. However, in view of the fact that the authors also document the deposit of the type strain in at least two internationally recognized service culture collections in two different collections (usually in the Abstract), we suggest that these names be treated as having being validly published at the time of their effective publication in the IJSEM.
We would also like to draw the international microbiological community to the importance of following the Rules on the deposit of type strains in internationally recognized collections. These organisms serve as irreplaceable viable documents of the microbial diversity on this planet and they are the 'cultural heritage' of modern prokaryotic systematics. The type strain system also gives us unique access to the genetic, biochemical and physiological properties of that material, which is impossible with the vast majority of type material available in botany and zoology. 
